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WASHINGTON 

1!~. DEC 78 ,'\o"1;·~t~ 1'-::J~ 
BOB LIPSHUTZ ~ ZBIG 

DATE· 

FOR ACTION : 

INFO ONL,Y: 

SUBJECf: ATTORNEY GENERAL MEI'10 RE PUERTO RICAN NATIONALISTS 

++++++++++++++++++++ +-H-+++ -H-+++++++1+++++ +·t·H +++++++++++·!·+++++ 

+ RESPONSE DUE TO RICK Hl.ITCHESON STAFF SECRETARY ( 456-7052) + 

+ BY: 1200 PM ~lliDNESDAY 27 DEC 78 + 

++++++++++++++++++++ +H+++++++++++++++++-1· +H·++·H·++++·I +++ +++·H + 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

STAFF RESPONSE: ( ) I CONCUR. ( ) NO COI'1!vlENT. ( ) HOLD. 

PLEASE NOTE OTHER COfvlMENTS BELOH: 

I 
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SUMMARY OF CONGRESSIONAL MAlt TO THE PRESIDENT 

ROM 

.EP. BOBBY GARCIA 
(D) - NEW YORK 

EP. PARREN MITCHELL 
(D) - MP\RYLAND 

EP. JONATHAN BINGHAM 
(D) - NEW YORK 

EP. JOHN BURTON 
(D) - CALIFORNIA 

EP. RON DELLUMS 
(D) - CALIFORNIA 

.EP. TED WE ISS 
(D) - NEW YORK 

.EP. PETE STARK 
(D) - CALIFORNIA 

:EP. PHIL BURTON 
(D) - CALIFORNIA 

:EP. JOHN CONYERS 
(D) - MICHIGAN 

:EP. GEORGE MILLER 
(0) - CALIFORNIA 

:EP. SHIRLEY CHISI:IOLM. 
(0) - NEW YORK 

MICKEY LELAND 
(CONG.-ELECT TX-18) 

.i-

SUBJECT 
----·---
BELIEVE THAT THE PUERTO RICAN 
NA1IONALISTS WHO HAVE BEEN 
INCARCERATED FOR OV~R 20 YEARS 
SHOULD BE RELEASED: NOTE THAT 
THEY HAVE SERVED LONGER SENTENCES 
THAN ANYONE EVER CONVICTED FOR 
THE SAME OFFENCES, AND THAT, 
"DESPITE DOCUMENTED INSTANCES 
WHERE THEIR RIGHTS AS PRISONERS 
WERE ABROGATED, THEY HAVE 
CONTINUED THEIR MODEL BEHAVIOR": 
URGE YOU~ "IN THE NAME OF 
CHRISTIAN CHARITY AND IN 
REAFFIRMING OUR COUNTRY'S 
COMMITMEN1 TO HUMAN RIGHTS~, TO 
GRANT THE UNCONDITIONAL RELEASE 
OF THESE PEOPLE. 

UAT~: U~C~MU~M u, ~~10 

PAGE: .,. 1-

DISPOSITION 
--:-~.~--~--~---

ACKNOWLEDGED BY F~1 
REFERRED TO 

BOB LIPSHUTZ 
CC:CABLE W 

/. A·' r .,~ . I 
t~"'~ 

COHHENTS 
----·---:-.--
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--December 21, 1978 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRES'IDENT 

RE: Puerto Rican Nationalists 

I am writing .regarding the letter to you signed 
by Congressman Robert Garcia and eleven other Congress-
men urging that you grant the unconditional release of. 
Rafael Cancel Miranda, Irving Flores Rodriguez, Lolita 
Lebron and Oscar Collaz·o, the four Puerto Ri.can Nationalists 
serving Federal sentences for crimes committed at Blair 
House in 1950 and the House of Representatives in 1954. 
As you will recall, you granted a commutation of sentence 
to time served to another· Puerto Rican nationalist, Andres 
Figuero Cordero, on October 6, 1977, for humanitarian 

. reasons because it was represented by the Bureau of Prisons 
· ·· at·. that time that he was suffering from terminal cancer and 

had a l~fe expectancy of not more than eight weeks. 

Cordero., M~iranda and Rodriguez were convicted in 
the United States District Court for the District of Columbia 
of assault with intent.to kill and assault with a deadly wea­
pon in the 1954 shooting o·f five Congres·smen on the floor of 
the House of Representatives. They were sentenced on July 8, 
195·4 to a total of from twenty-five to seventy-five years' 
imprisonment. They were also convicted in the United States 
District Court for the Southe·rn District O·f New York of con­
spiracy to overthrow the government and received an additional 
consecutive sentence of. six years' imprisonment on October 26, 
!954. · For her involvement in the same shooting, Lebron wa's 

.convicted of assault with a deadly weapon and sentenced to 
fifty-six years' imprisonment. The fifth Nationalist, Oscar 
Collazo, was convicted .for the murder of a White House guard 
during an attempted as·sassination of President Truma·n in 1950 •. 
He is serving a life sentenc~. He and Lebron have been eligi­
ble for parole release for some time but have refused to apply 
for or participate in any parole proceedings. Miranda and 
Rodriguez will become eligible for parole release on July 7, 
1979 but will probably follow the lead of the others in re­
fusing to apply for parole consideration • 

• ••• •••• •••. ·••••••••• •••••••• •••••••• ··················-····· •••••• -•••• ;-;.7:"; ••• .-••••• :-.-; •• - •• -.-••• -....... -, ••••••••••••••••••••••• -;.· •• - -~---··-· .-••••.•.••••••• -.• ·,;:;,.....-.-.......................... .:: •• :::.::::::~::.·.:::::· .•.••••••••••.•..•.•..••... 
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None of the four Puerto Ricans still imprisoned has 
submitted an application for commutation of sentence as re­
quired by the rules governing Executive clemency promulgated 
by the Attorney General and approved by the President. 28 
CFR 1. 1 -. 1. 9. We have been advised th.at each of these 

-- -prisoners· will accept uncondi.tional clemency if granted but 
will not apply for it. The apparent ground for their position 
is·that to petition for clemency (as- for parole) would be an 
adrniss'ion of the authority of the United States. over them and 

.a recognition of the sovereignty of the United States in Puerto 
Ric13-:a affairs. 

You have, it seems to me, three options •. You may 
require that they file petitions in accordance with the rules 
as a prerequisite to the consideration of their cases or at 
least require them to make .some affirmative indication that 
they s.eek this relief. You may .direct the Department to 
consider clemency for them on the merits of their cases with-· 
out their seeking relief. Finally, you may grant clemency to 
them without prior consideration in the Department. 

I cannot recommend granting clemency without at least 
some indication from them that they seek such relief. This 
would establish a troublesome precedent for the Department 
inasmuch as we often have requ.ests for relief on behalf of 

- someone else. .I do not object to being overruled on a case 
by case basis if that is your wish. In the ca.se of Cordero 
you granted clemency without an application and without a 
favorable·. recommendation. However, his case is distinguish­
able since he. was thought to be suffering from a· terminal 
illness. This is not the ca·se with respect to the other four 
Puerto Ricans,. 

Apart from the foregoing considerations, I 
suggest that foreign policy consequences and questions 
r:elating to the .international image of the United States 
be explored by appropriate officials. In this connection 
I understand that Amnesty International may list in the 
near future the four Puerto Rican nationalists as poli­
tical prisoners and other rights grou.ps have identified 
the case of the four Puerto Ri.cans as examples of human. · 
rights vio.lations. While I disagree with this character­
± zation, it. should be taken ±:nto account.· 

The.public activities of Cordero since his release 
more than.i4 months ago indicate what might be expected 
from the other four nationalis·ts should they be released. 
Since his release· Cordero has been hospitalized inter-· 
mittently but remains active in his drive for Pu.erto Rican 

····--··························--············. ·····································-···· --- ......... . . 



independence and freedom for the remaining jailed National­
ists. He was scheduled as the principal speaker at a rally 
in New York City on March·4, 197'8 to conunernorate the-anni­
versary o.f the 1954 shooting of Members of Congress. In 
June he apparently_attended a New York City dinner honoring 
the outgoing Cuban Representative to the United Nations, 
Ricardo Alarcon. He received a "special invitation'" to 
attend the 11th World Festival of Youth. and Students to 
be held in. Havana, Cuba from July 28 through August 5, 1978 •. 
The FBI reports that it was important to the ongoing cam­
paign for the release of the jailed Nationalists that 
Cordero's visit to Cuba be g.i ven international publicity. 
Cordero also participated in a July rally in Wash~ngton to 
demonstrate for the release of the four. Statements have 
been attributed to him that he would repeat his attack on 
Congress if he could. Cordero also expressed last-summer 
his admiration for terrorist bombings in Puerto Rico. 

The Department of Justice has no planned action 
regarding the remaining four Nationalists. As I stated in 
my memorandum to you dated October 5, 1977 regarding Cordero, 
it would be bad precedent for the ·Department to act in this 
matter without either a formal petition or at least.some 
affirmative r-equest. from the Nationalists. Since the only 
methods o-f· effecting their release w.ould be Executive clemency 

. or parole for tho.se two Nationalists now eligible for such 
. · ··· consideration and the Nationalists have steadfastly refused 

to se.ek. any relief either before the Pardon Attorney or the 
Parole Commission, their continued incarceration remains 
inevitable unless you should direct otherwise. 

Attorney General 
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·21ST DISTRICT, Sclunt BRONx, NEW YORK 
COMMrrrEESr 

·BANKING, FINANCE AND 
URBAN AFFAIRS 

WASHINCITOH"oPPICI!, 

. RooM 1723 
l.aHGWOA'nt HOUSE OFFICE'BuiLDING 

WASHINGTON, D.C; 20515· 
(202) 225-4361 

DISTRICT oFFJcEa 

840 GRAND CoNcouRSE 

BAONXocNEW YORK ·10451 
(212) 1160-8200 

€ongrt'' of tbt utnittb etatti 
JQoujt of 1\tpre~entatibt~ 
·~fngton, a.c. 20515 

POST OFFICE AND CIVIL SERVICE 

SUBCOMMIT:I"EESr 

CENSUS AND POPULATION. 
POSTAL PERSONNEL AND 

MODERNIZATION 
CoMPENSA"riON AND EMPUIYEE 

BENEFITS 

:141 EAsT I 38TH STREET 

BRoNX, NEW. Yo- 111454 
(212)29~14 

December 5, 1978 

The Hono,rabl:e J'immy Carter 
President 

/Je/1. Fin/ L""' .. A!!Ji ~ 
CONGRESs(oN · ' 

The. WMte House 
Washington, D•.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

LIAISON 

DEC 8 1918 
l!C,: ~/&if., 

Wi'th the enl i·ghtened response of the Just,is;,~ Dep~.r~~n·t ;~o·}:he 
inJustice de a 1 t to the Wi lrili'ngton 10., we wotfftt··rrRe 'to··br·hrg·::-to,;~ur 
attenti,on once agai.n the case of the four Puerto Ri·can Nationalists 
Who have been incarcerated for over twenty yea~rs i:n fed era 1 maximum 
sect~;ri ty pri:sons. Their pl:i ght has, unfortunately, attracted the. same 
kind of negative :publicity and questions abroad, as wen as at home, about 

.our Country's attitude towards the human ri:gh.ts of its citizens. 

There are many rea·sons why we feel that these prisoners should be 
released, and a·l though we are certain that you· are well familiar with 
the deta 11 s .of t·he cas·e from the thousands of letters and petitions you 
have received on their behalf, we fee.l compelled te• stress two ef them·. 
First, they have served l:onger sentences than anyone ever convicted for 
the s~me offenses; and, that despite documented tnstances where their 
rights as prisoners. were abrogated, they have continued thei.r model be­
:havi or. 

We are awa·re. ef the sens·i ti vfty of this . issue., because they will 
net petition for .a pa·rdon. Nevertlile.l ess, we understand that you as 
;President have the power to commute their sentences wi"thout the,ir cor:~sen.t 
as you did i·n the ca·se of Andres Fi:gue.roa Cordero. 

With the com·ing of the Christmas season and the spirit of brotherly 
love which it brings forth, we feel, tha,t it would be most apprepriate 
during this time of the year fo.r you., in the name of Christian charity 
and in reaffirming· our Ceuntry's commitment to ht:Jman· rights, to g~rant 
the uncondi:tional release of these four Puerto Rican prisoners. 

I. We woul. d. be g.rateful of an op-portunity for a g·roup of us to 
this furt.her wi'th you at you.r cenven i ence. . 

~;4.,/Jr;l 
Par.ren J. r/{fchel 1 
Member of Cong.ress 

dd:'. 
(.RObert Garcia 

Member of· Congress 

THIS S:T"ATIONERY PRINTED ON· PAPER MADE WITH RECYC_LED FIBERS 

discuss 



Hon. J. Carter 
Page Two 
December 5, 1978 

ngress~ 

ongress 

. / ;7.h·~ 1~ . 
Jonathan Bingham vY~ ·~ 
Member of Congress 

~~ 
.n .L. Burton .· 
mber of Cong, 
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